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Call for Home Care Regulation Pledge by Parties
The Home Care Association (HCA) today (22 February 2011) again called on the main political parties to commit to statutory regulation of the Home Care sector by the end of this year.

HCA president Ed Murphy said, " We are calling on party leaders to show their commitment to older and vulnerable people by agreeing to bring forth legislation regulating the sector by the end of this year.  The recent Prime Time Investigates programme illustrated that it is now imperative that statutory regulation of the home care sector is introduced.  
Murphy continued, "there is currently no requirement whatsoever for home carers to be Garda vetted, trained or monitored or for any for of care planning or risk assessment to be undertaken.   This sector can be easily regulated with the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) empowered to inspect home care providers in a similar way to how nursing homes are inspected."
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